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In September 1946 it was reported that "craft ordered from
the United Kingdom as part of a costly rehabilitation program
are .... now beginning to arrive/'5
By January 1947, it was reported that 31 craft had been
taken over from the army, but labor trouble had prevented
most of them from being placed promptly in service. Consid-
erable progress was reported in clearing inland navigation
channels.6 In spite of handicaps, the Rangooh-Prome service
was restored December 1, 1946, and the cargo service was
extended to Mandalay, January 3, 1947.7 Six more shallow-
draft vessels arrived in April.8
POSTWAR PROSPECTS
Since boats of various types carried nearly all Delta traffic
and a large share of traffic along navigable streams, there seems
little prospect of expansion in the postwar period, except as
the Burma Road or the projected Burma-Yunnan Railway
provides more traffic to be shared by the railway and riverine
transport. From 1939 the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company se-
cured a portion of the lucrative Burma Road traffic, carrying
the more bulky commodities as far as Bhamo, whence they
were dispatched to Kunming via Namkham and Muse. It re-
mains to be seen whether the Burma Road will provide peace-
time traffic to a similar extent. Should the Burma-Yunnan
Railway become a reality, it is possible that some freight might
transfer from rail to river launch (or vice versa) at Mandalay.
Otherwise, it seems safest to predict a restoration of inland
water transport to its rather satisfactory prewar position.
5 Address by T. L. Hughes before the Royal Central Asian Society,
September 1946.
6 Survey of Departmental Activities* January 1947, p. 17.
** The Burman, November 27, 1946.
* Survey of Departmental Activities, April 1947, p. 13.